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hardly made to give expression to that principle.   On the
other hand, the federal idea is strongly expressed in the
rule, unknown   to  the   written   Constitution, that   the
Dominion  Privy Council  must  contain   a   proportional
number of representatives from the different Provinces.
We see again the vigorous  hand of Macdonald in the
provisions which, not  content with  the  power of  the
Courts to  pronounce  provincial  legislation ultra vires,
give the Governor-General-in-Council, in other words the
Central   Government,   the   right  to   dismiss   provincial
Lieutenant-Governors as well as to disallow provincial
measures: though it is fair to admit that the right of dis-
missal has been only once used unduly, and that the control
of provincial legislation has upon the whole been exercised
with great care and caution.   In the elaborate division of
powers in sections 91 and 92 we see an evident desire to exalt
the central at the expense of the provincial governments,
a desire which the subtlety of the Law Courts has known
how to thwart.     Still, while  admitting faults   in   the
Canadian measure, we must remember that it came first,
and subsequent draftsmen have been able to profit by its
failures; and, when all is said and done, the British North
America Act will always be memorable, because, through
its provisions and the triumphs of modern science which
came in its wake, a new mighty nation sprang into life,
of which as yet we know only the beginnings.
THE AUSTEALIAN COMMONWEALTF.
We have seen that in Canada political deadlock and the
recognition of the need of westward expansion were the
causes of federation. Moreover, the presence of a powerful
„ neighbour to the south served to promote British North
American union. In the Australian Colonies, on the other
hand, there were present no such motives. The machinery*
indeed, of party government worked with no little creak-
ing and friction; bu^ somehow or another, the Queen's

